CHAPTER SEVEN
THE CIVIL WAR
nPHERE are many and varied stories concerning
JL events at the outbreak of the Civil War, and it is
somewhat difficult to disentangle fact from fiction, since
the more improbable tales may in Morocco very weE
be true, while those that seem to bear the imprint of
truth may later reveal themselves either as flights of
fancy or else as careful propaganda. Colonel Buruaga,
the attractive story runs, telephoned from Tetuan
to Senor Buylla, the acting High Commissioner, who
was unaware of the conspirators' plans, asking him
either to resign his office or else to fight it out with
pistols in the good old-fashioned style. Sefior Buylla,
it appears, declined both these rather disconcerting
offers and was as a result arrested and eventually,
towards the end of 1936, removed to Ceuta and shot
In the early stages of the Civil War a number of
officers and officials were placed in an agonizing posi-
tion By conviction Republicans adhering to a Govern-
ment which in spite of many faults was the legal
Government, it seems very hard they should have been
called upon to pay the supreme penalty for what was
after all only loyalty Senor Buylla was liked by
many, and his English acquaintances regarded Ms fate
as an outrage In a way so it was, for though vigorous
measures are necessary in a revolt there seems no
excuse for the execution of a harmless official, who from
his prison could not have injured the Nationalist
cause even had he wished to do so. Well kept though
the secret of the rising was, some of the Air Force
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